IN THE CLAIMS 

This listing of the claim will replace all prior versions and listings of claim in 
the present application. 
Listing of Claims 

Claim 1 (canceled). 

2. (currently amended)A recording medium for storing a program that 
causes an information processing apparatus to manage pub li c i ty availability of a 
decryption key used for decrypting information encrypted with an encryption key 
corresponding to said decryption key when executed, said program comprising: 

codes that manage a e xpiration disclosure time of se cr e cy of said decryption 
key in a key storage, said key storage storing at least one decryption key for 
decrypting encrypted information ; and 

cod es that d i sclos e sa i d d e crypt i on k e y w i th e xp i r e d se cr e cy out of a k e y 
storag e , sa i d k e y storag e stor i ng sa i d at le ast on e d e c r ypt i on k e y for decrypt i ng 
i nformat i on codes that make said decryption key available to another apparatus on 
and after the disclosure time to permit said another apparatus to decrypt the 
information which has been encrypted with said encryption key corresponding to said 
decryption-key-beforeJhe-disclosure time . 

3. (currently amendedW -The recording medium for storing a program 
according to claim 2, wherein said codes that disc l os e s a i d make said decry ption J<ey, 
available allow d i sc l os e a said decryption key resulting from searching a key 
managing table to be accessed from said another apparatus , said key managing 



table indicating a relation between said decryption key stored in said key storage and 
e xpiration disclosure time of secrecy of said decryption key. 

4. (currently amended )A -The recording medium for storing a program 
according to claim 3, wherein said search is performed based provided time 
information. 

5. - (currently amended)A recording- medium for storing a program that 

causes an information processing apparatus to provide an encryption key used for 
encrypting information when executed, said program comprising: 

codes that manage an encryption key for e ncrypt i ng informat i on and a 
expirat i on disclosure time which indicates when a decryption key of secrecy 
corr e spond e nt corresponding to said encryption ke y becomes available ; 

eede- codes that receive a request of an encryption key with a_designated 
e xp i rat i on disclosure time from another apparatus of se cr e cy ; and 

codes that output an encryption key which corresponds corr e spond e nt to said 
the r e gu e st e d designated e xp i r a t i on disclosure time of s e cr e c v to said another 
apparatus .out-ota-kev-storage storing-said-at least-one encrvption kev-for-encrvpting— 
information , thereby enabling said another apparatus to encrypt information using 
the output encryption key that said information can be decrypted after the designated 
disclosure time . 
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6. (currently amended )A -The recording medium for storing a program 
according to claim 5, said program further comprising: 

codes that searche a key managing table stored in athe key managing tab l e 
storage for an encryption key thai -which corresponds corr e sponds to said requested 
disclosure time for encrypting i nformation , said key managing table indicating a 
relation between said-encryption keys stored in athe key storage and disclosure 
e xpirat i on times of s e cr e cy of sa i d decryption keys corresponding to the encryption 
keys ; and 

codes that output an encryption key resulting from said search. 

7. (currently amended )A- The recording medium for storing a program 
according to claim 5, said program further comprising: 

codes that generate, if said key managing table does not store a key which 
corresponds corr e spond e nt to said requested time, an encryption key meeting a 
requested condition; and 

codes that add said generated encryption key into said key managing table. 

8. (currently amended)A recording-medium-for storing a^program that 
causes an information processing apparatus to output a decryption key used f or 
decrypting information encrypted dat awith an encryption key that corresponds to said 
decryption key and has been made available to encrypt the information when 
executed , said program comprising: 

codes that acquire a_current time: and 
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codes that output said decryption key with -having a preset disclosure time 
before the current time e xp i red secr e c v to another apparatus based on ref e rring to 
said current time. 

9. (currently amended)A -The recording medium for storing a program 
according to claim 8, said program further comprising: 

codes that compare a disclosure d i sc l o s ing time of a decryption key in a key 
managing table in a key storage and said current time, said key managing table 
storing at least one set including of-sai4a decryption key and a disclosure d i sclos in g 
time indicating when s e cr e cy of said decryption key becomes available expifes; and 

codes that acquire said decryption key wit khaving a preset disclosure time 
indicating when said decryption key becomes available before the current 
time s e cr e cy e xp i red , if the current time is on or after said disclosure d is c l os i ng time 
as thea result of said-comparing said current time with said disclosure disclos i ng 
time. 

1 0. (currently amended)A -The recording medium for storing aerogram 
according„to_ claim 9 I _said_pragram_further.comprising: 

codes that extract said-time information from encrypted data information . 

1 1 . (currently amended)A recording medium for storing a_program that 
causes an information processing apparatus to manage availability of a decryption 
key used for decrypting encrypted information , said program comprising: 
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codes that generate a set of -including an encryption key for encrypting 
information and a decryption key for decrypting the encrypted information; 

codes that receive time information inputted for making setting a disclosure 
time s e cr e cy of sa i d e crypt i on the decryption key expife for decrypting the encrypted 
information which has been encrypted before the disclosure time ; and 

codes that list said-thg set o^ari including said encryption key-and a-decryption 
key- keys w ith said time information in a key managing table. 

12. (currently amended WThe recording medium for storing program 
according to claim 11, wherein said time information includes start time, end time 
and time intervalf-sai d, and 

wherein said program further comprising: 

codes that make a_new e xp i rat i on disclosure time by adding ajime interval to 
a current e xp i r a tion disclosure time of the listed kevsi , and 

codes that repeat said- the codes that generates said- the set ef -including 
encryption and decryption keys and said codes that make said new e xp i rat i on 
disclosure time. 

1 3. (currently amended)A service system for disclosing information to the 
public, said service system comprising: 

anjnformation transmitter that distributes encrypted information with time 
limited secrecy; and 



6 



a_key controller that makes disc l o ses a decryption key available on and after 
said time limited secrecy expires, the decryption key corresponding corr e spond e nt to 
an the-encryption key having been used for encrypting said distributed information 
on or aft e r said tim e li m i t e d s e cr e cy e xp i r e s . 

14. (currently amended)A recording medium for storing a_program that 
causes an information processing apparatus to provide time-limited secrecy to 
information to disclos e i nformat i on to th e pub li c wh e n ex e cuted , said program 
comprising: 

codes that receive time information indicating when secrecy of data-the 
information to b e e ncrypt e d expires; 

codes that transmit said time information to another apparatus that executes 
an encryption key service program; and 

codes that receive an encryption key from said- the another apparatus that 
executes the encryption key service program, said encryption key corresponds 
corrospond i ng to said transmitted time information and provides the time-limited 
secrecy to the information . 

1 5. (currently amendedW The recording medium for storing program 
according to claim 14, said program further comprising: 

codes that encrypt said data to b e e ncrypt e d information by using said 
received encryption ke y to provide the time-limited secrecy to the information . 
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16. (currently amended)A recording medium for storing program that 
causes an information processing apparatus to provide time-limited secrecy to 
information, disclos e information to th e pub li c wh e n e xecut e d, said program 
comprising: 

codes that receive data to b e e ncrypt e d the information and time information 
indicating when secrecy of said data to b e e ncrypt e d information expires; and 

codes that encrypt said dat a to b e e ncrypt e d information by using an 
encryption key correspondent w hich corresponds to said time information and 
provides the time-limited secrecy to the information . 

1 7. (currently amended)A -The recording medium for storing program 
according to claim 16, said program further comprising: 

codes that pack said encrypted data- information and said time information into 

a file. 

1 8. (currently amended)A recording medium for storing a_program that 
causes an information processing apparatus to manage secrecy of encrypted 
information d i sc l oseJnformat i on-to th e -publ i c wh e n e xecut e d .-said-program- 
comprising: 

codes that judge -determine if secrecy of an- the encrypted data- information 
expires; and 
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codes that acquire a disclosed description key from another apparatus fef 
said e ncrypt e d data w i th e xp i r e d s e cr e cy p e riod to decrypt the information that has 
been encrypted before expiration of the secrecy . 



19. (currently amendedW The recording medium for storing program 
according to claim 18, wherein said codes that judge -determine comprises: 

codes that acquire time information out of a file including said encrypted 
data information , and said time information indicating when secrecy of said encrypted 
data- information expires; and 

codes that compare a_current time with said time information to check if the 
secrecy of the encrypted information has expired . 

20. (currently amendedW The recording medium for storing program 
according to claim 19, further comprising: 

codes that decrypt said encrypted data -information with expired secrecy by 
using said-an acguired decryption key. 
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